
Martin Bird’s Prayers for 
Monday 5th – Sunday 11th July 

 

Monday 

Reading – Luke Chapter 19, verses 28 to 40 

After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. As he approached 
Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, 

saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt 
tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, 

‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” Those who were sent ahead went and 
found it just as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, 

“Why are you untying the colt?” They replied, “The Lord needs it.” They brought it to Jesus, 
threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. As he went along, people spread their 

cloaks on the road. When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount 
of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all 

the miracles they had seen: 

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 

 
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 

“I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 

Lord Jesus, just as you refused to rebuke your disciples, may we too refuse to be quietened 
when we praise your name and spread your good news to whomever we can. May our 

whole lives be a song of praise to you, so that anyone looking at us cannot fail to see that 
you are our Lord and Saviour, and that you can be theirs too. May we say with every 

breath, and show in every action what the crowd said – Blessed is the king who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest! Amen 

 

Tuesday  

Reading – Luke Chapter 19, verses 41 to the end 

As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, “If you, even 
you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace - but now it is hidden from 
your eyes. The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment 
against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. They will dash you to the 

ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on 
another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.” When Jesus 

entered the temple courts, he began to drive out those who were selling. “It is written,” he 
said to them, “‘My house will be a house of prayer’; but you have made it ‘a den of 

robbers.’” Every day he was teaching at the temple. But the chief priests, the teachers of 
the law and the leaders among the people were trying to kill him. Yet they could not find 

any way to do it, because all the people hung on his words. 

Lord Jesus, may we use our lives for you and live to bring you glory. As we do so, may we 
recognise the time of God’s coming to us, whenever that may be. May we always 

recognise the peace that comes from you, Lord Jesus, and may we, and all your people, 
spread that peace throughout the world so that it can become the peaceful, loving 

place God created it to be. Amen 



Wednesday 

Reading – Luke Chapter 20, verses 1 to 8  

One day as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple courts and proclaiming the good 
news, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, together with the elders, came up to 

him. “Tell us by what authority you are doing these things,” they said. “Who gave you this 
authority?” He replied, “I will also ask you a question. Tell me: John’s baptism - was it from 

heaven, or of human origin?” 
They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Why 

didn’t you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ all the people will stone us, 
because they are persuaded that John was a prophet.” 
So they answered, “We don’t know where it was from.” 

Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.” 
 

Lord Jesus, thank you that through your word, we know by whose authority you were 
doing all that you did whilst you were on earth – the authority of your Father, and our 

heavenly Father. We can be sure that you are the Son of God because only God could 
have given you the authority to do what you did. May we go forward in our lives with that 
certainty to guide us – you are the Son of God and you are the Saviour of Mankind. Amen  

Thursday 

Reading – 2 Corinthians Chapter 3 

Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, like some people, letters 
of recommendation to you or from you? You yourselves are our letter, written on our 

hearts, known and read by everyone. You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result 
of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of 
stone but on tablets of human hearts. Such confidence we have through Christ before 
God. Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our 

competence comes from God. He has made us competent as ministers of a new 
covenant - not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with 
glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its 

glory, transitory though it was, will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? If the 
ministry that brought condemnation was glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry 
that brings righteousness! For what was glorious has no glory now in comparison with the 

surpassing glory. And if what was transitory came with glory, how much greater is the glory 
of that which lasts! Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. We are not 

like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the end 
of what was passing away. But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil 

remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is 
it taken away. Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. But 

whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, who with unveiled faces 

contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing 
glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

Lord Jesus, we turn to you afresh today. As we do, we know that the veil lifts, and we can 
truly see the new covenant in you. Help us to live out that covenant by loving the Lord our 

God with all our hearts, all our souls and all our mind, and by loving our neighbours as 
ourselves. Bring your Spirit down on us now, we pray, and help us to taste the freedom that 

comes with your Spirit. Transform us into your image and bring us to eternal life, through 
you, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ Amen 



 

 

 

Friday 

Reading – 2 Corinthians 4 

Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. Rather, 
we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we 

distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend 
ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is veiled, it 

is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has blinded the minds of 
unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of 

Christ, who is the image of God. For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 
Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out 
of darkness,”[a] made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of 

God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show 
that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. We are hard pressed on every 

side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not 
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. We always carry around in our body the 

death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. For we who are 
alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be 

revealed in our mortal body. So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you. It is 
written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” Since we have that same spirit of faith, we 

also believe and therefore speak, because we know that the one who raised the Lord 
Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you to himself. All this 
is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause 

thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. Therefore we do not lose heart. Though 
outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our 

light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them 
all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is 

temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

Lord Jesus, we believe – help us to speak. Help us to tell your good news as much as we 
can, and, in so doing, bring more people to you. May the sure knowledge of your death 

and resurrection cause an outpouring of thanksgiving to the glory of God in our lives. Help 
us, too, to fix our eyes on what is not seen, as what is not seen is Eternal because of you. 

Help us never to forget that the eternal glory we can claim through you, far outweighs any 
we might receive here on earth. Help us to live lives to give you the glory and lead us to 

the sure and certain destination of eternal life. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday 

Reading – Matthew Chapter 10, verses 24 to 33 

“The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for 
students to be like their teachers, and servants like their masters. If the head of the house 
has been called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household! “So do not be 
afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will 
not be made known. What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in 

your ear, proclaim from the roofs. Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot 
kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are 
not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your 
Father’s care. And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid; 

you are worth more than many sparrows. “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will 
also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before others, I 

will disown before my Father in heaven. 

 Lord, let us take the message of this piece of scripture to heart as it means so much. Help 
us to remember it in our toughest times and in our best. Help us to remember the joy of 
knowing just how much our heavenly Father cares for us. As you said, he cares for the 

sparrows, and they are wonderful, and yet we are worth more than many sparrows. He 
cares for us more than will can ever imagine, and that thought should keep us going, no 

matter what else is happening in the world. Help us too to tell what we read to all who will 
listen, and shout from the rooftops so people will know just how much you love them and 

how much God cares for them. Amen 

Sunday 

Reading – Ephesians Chapter 1, verses 3 to 14 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the 
creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for 

adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will - to the 
praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we 

have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the 
riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, he made 
known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in 

Christ, to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfilment - to bring unity to all things 
in heaven and on earth under Christ. In him we were also chosen, having been 

predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the 
purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for 
the praise of his glory. And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a 

seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 
redemption of those who are God’s possession - to the praise of his glory. 

Lord God, we praise you for everything you have done for us. In love, you have 
predestined that we are your sons and daughters – something we know for sure in the 

person of Jesus and what he came to earth to do. You sent your Son to earth so that He 
may die for us and be risen again – because of that, if we come to you, through we, we 

can be, and are, your sons and daughters too. Thank you that the hope we have in Jesus 
will never be misplaced and that we have heard through the gospels the gospel of our 
salvation through Him. We come to you now certain of that salvation because we are 
certain of Jesus. Bring your Holy Spirit down upon us now and give us that deposit that 

guarantees our inheritance of eternal life through you, our Heavenly Father, and through 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 


